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A new proclamation from Governor Edwards has been released regarding Covid-19.
The proclamation runs from August 4 through September 1, 2021. Based on this new
proclamation we must mandate that masks be worn by everyone while inside our school
buildings. We were all looking forward to a mask free school opening, but that is not
possible at this time. Knowing the value of students being on campus to learn, we will
do whatever it takes to make that happen safely. Please read the updated guidance
below as we prepare to welcome students for the 2021-2022 school year.

1. The opening of school remains the same with "soft openings" on August 9 and
August 10.

2. We will follow the Governor's Proclamation requiring Face Coverings to be worn
by everyone while indoors and not able to socially distance.

3. We will keep all other protocols in place including hand washing, social
distancing as much as possible, and keeping our facilities sanitized.

The first day of school for students remains August 9 or August 10. We will bring
approximately half of our students in for a “soft opening” on each of those days. These
two days will be half days for students. Your child’s school will contact you about which
day is the first day for your child to attend.

*The first day all students will attend together is August 11, 2021.

Safety Protocols
1.  Face Coverings must be worn while indoors.



2. Hand Washing and respiratory etiquette
● Students will wash their hands and or will use hand sanitizer regularly.
● Use elbow to cover mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing.

3. Social Distancing of three feet or more will be maintained wherever possible.
● Students will be encouraged to remain six feet apart at entry/exit points and

during transitions to the maximum extent possible.

4. Employees and Students will be encouraged to stay home if they are sick.
● Students and school staff should stay home if they are ill or symptomatic.
● If a student or staff member has a fever or shows signs of illness, such as a

cough, sore throat, or vomiting,  they will be required to go home.
○ Symptomatic students will be isolated until a parent arrives.

● Students may be required to present a doctor's release to return to school.

5. Clean, sanitized, and healthy Facilities will be maintained.

Positive Covid-19 Case Guidelines:
Students and staff who test positive for COVID-19 will be quarantined for 10 days from
the date symptoms appeared.

● Return to school can be on day 11 if symptoms have improved and no fever has
been present for 48 hours.

○ A doctor’s note will be required before returning to school to confirm the
case is no longer infectious.

○ If a student tests positive for COVID-19, parents are strongly encouraged
to notify the school administration as soon as possible.

*Our medical clinics at PAHS and BMS are able to test for Covid and get results
within 24 hours.

Close Contact Guidelines:
Students and staff members that are in Close Contact with a positive Covid-19
case will be quarantined for 7 days to monitor for symptoms.

● Return to school will be on day 8 from last contact with the case, if no
symptoms develop during quarantine and no testing is done.

○ A Close Contact is a person who was within 6 feet of a positive
case for more than 15 minutes.

○ Close contact determinations will be made in consultation with
medical professionals and school administrators.

○ If masks were worn by the positive case and the close



contact, the close contact does not have to quarantine.
*Close contacts who were diagnosed with COVID-19 within the last 90 days and
remain asymptomatic do not need to quarantine.

*Close contacts who are fully vaccinated at the time of exposure and  remain
asymptomatic do not need to quarantine.

Testing to reduce the quarantine period
● If a negative test is collected on day 5, from their last exposure, close contacts

may return on day 6.
○ Daily symptom monitoring and adherence to prevention

measures should continue until the full 14 days from last
contact.

Transportation Guidelines
While permitted to operate our buses at 100% capacity, we will continue to use the 75%
capacity for safety purposes. The maximum number of students on a bus will be 53
having no more than 2 students to a seat to the extent possible.

● We highly recommend that students wear a face covering while on the bus.
● Face Coverings will be available for students when they board the bus.

EMPLOYEE PROTOCOL
To keep our employees and students safe, employees will follow the guidelines listed
above.

● Employees will need to contact their supervisor if they are experiencing
symptoms of COVID-19, test positive for COVID-19, or have direct, close contact
with someone who tests positive for COVID-19.

The West Baton Rouge Parish School District will continue to work with medical
professionals including the medical clinics on the Brusly Middle and Port Allen High
campuses to provide guidance.

QUARANTINE QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Positive Tests

● Quarantine for 10 Days (Day 1 starts the day after symptoms appear)



○ Return on Day 11 if symptom free for 48 hours

Close Contacts

● Quarantine for 7 Days (Day 1 starts the day after last contact)

○ Return on Day 8 if symptom free for 48 hours

○ Can Return on Day 6 with a negative test on day 5 and symptom free

for 48 hours

*Close Contacts Do Not have to quarantine if:

1. The positive case and the close contact were wearing a face covering.

2. The close contact was diagnosed with Covid-19 within the past 90 days

and have no symptoms.

3. The close contact has been fully vaccinated.


